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What Makes a Great Teacher 
By Jordan G. from California 

 
“The best teachers teach from the heart, not the book.”  
-Unknown 
 
Teachers. The dictionary describes them as “[those] whose occupation is to instruct,” but I 
believe that the true essence of a teacher cannot be reduced to a limited definition or a 
pedagogic doctrine of any sort. Teachers are a fundamental part of life today, so it is important 
that the quality of them is recognized.  
 
In my nine years of scholarly experience, I have discovered that what differentiates good 
teachers from great teachers is passion. First of all, passion is crucial because acts as a 
motivator for both the teacher and the students. If a teacher cares about what they are 
teaching, they will go through extraordinary measures to ensure the students not only 
understand the material, but that they are able to connect to themes on a deeper and more 
personal level. With passion also comes enthusiasm. I know that when one of my teachers gets 
really excited about their lesson it makes me eager to learn; through their passion and 
enthusiasm I become a more motivated pupil.  
 
Teachers with passion love what they are teaching and that makes the vastly improves teaching 
styles. Teachers will be incredibly optimistic when dealing with their favorite topic, and 
generally become more kind and patient. I think this is because when you love something, you 
love all of its essence and want others to embrace it as you do. Teachers who love what they do 
employ patience, kindness, and confidence when striving to inspire their students. These 
principles exercised by zealous teachers lead to an improved classroom ambiance.  
 
There are lots of ideal qualities a teacher should possess such as: kindness, patience, 
intelligence, innovation, and discipline. However I believe that if a teacher has a core value of 
passion, the rest of these great attributes will follow suit and incorporate themselves into the 
curricular, the teacher’s life, and even the students’ lives.  


